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Message from Our 
Executive Director and Board Chair

Dear Friends,

This past year did not turn out the way we nor anyone else could have 
predicted, but as the old adage goes, “when life gives you lemons, make 

lemonade.” This idiom has been our guidepost for these last few months as 
we’ve 
protect our children, their families, and the broader community. 

We’re grateful to have been able to answer the call these last few months and 
keep 
times.  We couldn’t have done it without you, and our entire community thanks you! 

We’re proud to share with you in this summer’s Impact Report many of the 
initiatives we have implemented so far, the stories of their impact, and what’s 
next -- or the best we can tell. 

Stay well, stay safe, and 
remember we are only 

a phone call away.

RABBI YOSSI HARLIG 
Executive Director

DAVID EVENSKY 
Board Chairman

SUMMER  
IMPACT REPORT2020

The Walking 4 Friendship 3K 
went VIRTUAL on May 3rd, 2020! 
The Friendship Circle V he uplifting event for a day  
of inspiration, gratitude, and hope as more than 1,000 participants joined  
us VIRTUALLY on our 3K helping raise $183,000 for Friendship Circle!

LifeLine Project

We announced the 
LifeLine Project
an initiative that will provide  
a safety net for parents and 
caregivers in crisis as well as 
fill crucial service gaps. 

We also held a town hall
attended by more than  
100 people, to seek feedback  
on a coordinated response to 
tragedy and uncertainty.

Covid Response
We have provided 56 days of 
virtual activities including "virtual 
field trips" and will continue 
operating them throughout the 
Summer.

We have partnered with 
Friendship Circles across the 
globe to offer daily activities
such as athletics, music, and art, to 
maintain social connections for 
children and young adults with 
special needs and prevent 
regressions in behaviors/skills. 

We’ve held Birthday Caravans  
to celebrate some very special 
children who could not celebrate in 
person with their Friendship Circle 
friends. 

We have held numerous food 
drives providing meals to  
hundreds of families
in partnership with the  
Chabad of Kendall/Pinecrest.

Our
Mission:

Friendship and inclusion 
for children and young 

adults with special 
needs.



WE WOULD LIKE TO 
EXTEND OUR GRATITUDE 
TO OUR COVID-RESPONSE 
PARTNERS: 

ALBERT & JANE NAHMAD FAMILY FOUNDATION
ANTHONY R. ABRAHAM FOUNDATION
CORAL GABLES COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
DR. JOHN T.  MACDONALD FOUNDATION
DUNSPAUGH-DALTON FOUNDATION
FAIRHOLME FOUNDATION

GREATER MIAMI JEWISH FEDERATION
MIAMI DADE COUNTY
MILAM'S MARKETS
PEACOCK FOUNDATION
STATE OF FLORIDA
THE BATCHELOR FOUNDATION

THE CHILDREN’S TRUST
THE KIRK FOUNDATION
UPS
VALUE STORE IT 

Conceptual plans 
were finalized and 
campaign project costs 
identified at $9.5 million

2017
$5 million has 
been raised 
towards project
costs

2019
$2.5 million 
remains to be 
raised to begin 
construction

JAN 2020
Construction 
to begin
first quarter 
of 2021

2021
Remaining 
$2 million 
to be raised during 
construction

2021 / 2022
New Friendship 
Circle campus 
Opens!

MAY 2022

We’d like to share with you our timeline 
for the construction of our new campus:

I’m so grateful for the 
activities the Friendship 

during the crisis. I love and 
enjoy them. Thank You! 

– Anthony

Friendship Circle has 
become almost like a 
member of our family! The 
weekly activities bring a  
very necessary touch of 
structure with love, so very 
needed at this time in our 
life! Thank you Friendship 
Circle for all you do for our 
kids and our family! 

– Bales Family

Looking Forward to the Future... 

SUMMER  
IMPACT REPORT2020

Our 151 teen 
volunteers complete 
our circle, and make 

our program possible. 
This year was particularly 
bittersweet as we wished 
our Seniors goodbye at 

our virtual Evening  
of Tribute.

Despite the pandemic, we are preparing to reopen  
our programs in the fall, and have contingency plans  
in place if we are unable, which include  virtual and 
other ctivities

Thank You!

Testimonials of 
Love & Gratitude

A Remarkable Story:
Benedict and Diego, who has autism, were matched 

four years ago as part of our Friends @ Home program. 

For the past four years, their friendship has flourished. Both have 
participated in our Walking 4 Friendship 3K as Team DAB and helped 

COVID-19 and because Benedict was battling cancer.  
 
In November and January, Benedict had surgery to remove a tumor on his 
spine. Diego and other volunteers visited Benedict and were there with him 
every step of his journey. Benedict did not let cancer stop him, nor interfere 
in his friendship with Diego. This year, they again walked together, virtually, 
for our Walking 4 Friendship 3K. Benedict was our top student fundraiser 
raising $1,650! This is pretty incredible considering he was hospitalized and 
recovering from 2 back surgeries.
 

Benedict’s story is truly an inspiration to us all, and we wish him 
well as he continues to recover and plans to attend college next 

year at UCF to pursue an engineering degree. Stay tuned... 
their friendship will be featured on a local TV station in 

the foreseeable future.




